Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 05 110 120056Z 

61 

ACTION SCA-01 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO H-02 SCS-03 L-03 /016W 

008797 

P 120013Z JUN75 

FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8219 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 5110 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, CASC, MX 

SUB J : CONGRESSIONAL/DEPARTMENT INTERVIEWING TEAM 

REF: MEXICO 5026 AND STATE 135184 

1. ONCE AGAIN APPARENT AGREEMENT ON USE OF TAPE 
RECORDERS BROKE DOWN WHEN EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT CONOFFS 
VISITED LECUMBERRI TUESDAY, IUNE 10. CONOFFS WERE TOLD 

THAT THEY COULD TAPE INTERVIEWS ONLY IF PRISON OFFICIALS 
ALSO TAPED INTERVIEWS AND THAT DECISION ON PERMITTING 
USE OF RECORDERS WAS WITHIN DISCRETION OF PRISON DIRECTOR. 
CONVERSATIONS WITH DIRECTOR OF PRISONS AND OTHERS FAILED 
TO CHANGE MEXICAN POSITION AND ELICITED FURTHER EXPLANATION 
THAT USE OF RECORDERS WAS MATTER OF PRISON SECURITY. 

2. IN VIEW OF THIS DEVELOPMENT AND REPEATED BLOCKING 

OF OUR ATTEMPTS TO TAPE INTERVIEWS WHICH HAS NOW WASTED 
OVER A WEEK, CONOFFS PROCEEDED TODAY TO LECUMBERRI 
TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS BY HAVING PRISONERS THEMSELVES 
WRITE OUT RESPONSES TO PREPARED QUESTIONS AND TO 
INCLUDE IN SWORN STATEMENT FURTHER COMMENTS OR 
DECLARATIONS THEY WISH TO MAKE. CONOFFS JUST RETURNED 
FROM LECUMBERRI WHERE THEY COMPLETED 8 INTERVIEWS OF 
THOSE ON LIST PLUS TWO OTHER AMERICAN PRISONERS WHO HAD 
COMPLAINTS OF MISTREATMENT TO MAKE. 

3. WE ARE CONSIDERING TAKING UP WITH COM THEIR INSISTENCE ON 
MONITORING TAPERCORDED DEPOSITIONS. HOWEVER, BEFORE DOING SO 
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IN VIEW OF ANY EXPERIENCE IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND ANY 
RESTRICTIONS PREVAILING IN U.S., TO TAKE POSITION WITH 
GOM THAT TAKING OF DESPOSITIONS UNDER ARTICLE 7 OF US/MEXICAN 
CONSULAR CONVENTION AND UNDER VIENNA CONVENTION IS NOT 
RESTRICTED TO CONVENTIONAL WRITTEN STATEMENTS BUT INCLUDES 
UNMONITORED USE OF TAPE RECORDER TO TRANSCRIBE AND PREPARE SUCH 
DEPOSITIONS. 
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